UDHS PTO Meeting
April 24, 2008

Erin Taylor, co-president, welcomed all to our meeting.
Principal’s Report.  Mr. Rittenhouse congratulated Mrs. Staller for receiving the UD Medal for Educator of the Year.  He then began discussing construction details for the upcoming school year, with input from Mrs. Staller and Ms. Schuler.  Basically, we’re knocking down half of the building – from the library out towards 309 will be torn down starting the week after school is over.  The bus garage will be knocked down first.  We’re constructing 2-story modulars to house the 33 classrooms being lost.  Health and Physical Education will be impacted – students must take swimming as part of PA standards, but without a pool, that can’t be done for the next few years.  When the pool is complete, this September’s 9th graders will take their swimming class, but it may be when they’re in 10th or 11th grade (PA standards don’t specify that it has to be completed in 9th grade).  The LGR will be dedicated to gym and our gym teachers will have to be more creative!  Lifeguarding and water safety classes will be halted, but Mr. Roth will be offering lifeguarding courses in the evening, but not for school credit, but for those that need it for job certification.  Maple Manor Swim Club will be domed and heated for the swim team’s use; diving will be at CB South.  The HS swim team will still practice in the mornings, with a bus getting them to school after practice is done.  Science classrooms are being moved to history classrooms, history classrooms will be in the modulars.  There are restrooms in the trailers and current lockers will be relocated from the west end to the modulars once they’re in place.  There will be internet access in the modulars.  Busses will drop students off at the front of the building (not in the back as they do now).   Parent drop-off will either be in the back (the one-way driveway will become a two-way) or at the township building.  Parking will extend through the Field of Dreams; there will also be more available at the church and possibly at Ft. Washington Estates – not at Bonsell’s Nursery as has been heard by some people.  We will try to maintain as close to the same number of spots as we have now, but spots may be further from school than they are now.  The modulars are two stories, will have two connectors to the current building and will be air conditioned.  Halls will be a little crowded in the modulars, but classes will be closer so students won’t need to be in the halls as long.  Study halls will be moved to the cafeteria.  There will be problems during construction, but we will deal with them as they arise.  We’re not changing any courses, other than ones that need a pool.   There will be no classes across Loch Alsh Avenue.  The stairway at the corner of Ft. Washington and Loch Alsh is a holding area for the sprinkler system for the modulars.  After school sports practices and games will be impacted, but we’re not exactly sure how yet.  The athletic complex will be done in a year and a half.  Cardinal Stadium is NOT getting torn down.  Spark Fields will be used.  Some fields will be shifted.  Air quality will be tested as construction goes on – no children will be in demolition areas and the demolition should be complete before classes start in September.  The construction phasing is listed on the district website.  Some classes are going to try to coordinate curriculum with construction – photography has already started.  At our October meeting, the construction manager, Warren Gerricke, will speak.
A new program, Link Crew, is being instituted to engage incoming 9th grade students and get them involved and transitioned into the high school.

Minutes from February were distributed and approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  We’re current – nothing coming in and very little going out.  2008-2009 budget was approved with a few minor changes.  Teacher requests will be voted on in May (received requests from Photography, Social Studies, Film Club, Learning Support, Creative Writing and new weights).
COMMITTEE REPORTS

It was decided that we’d like to come up with some guidelines for the scholarships that we give out to seniors each year.
Nominating Committee:  almost everything is filled – still need Directory, as the Wolff’s will be graduating soon.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by Debbie Jefferson, Secretary

