Upper Dublin High School PTO

Minutes of Meeting of Thursday, May 15, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 7:40pm by Co-President Erin Taylor, who welcomed all to the last meeting of the year and thanked all who helped to make it a successful year.

Treasurer’s Report was distributed.  There were few expenses last month.  We still have graduation flowers, teacher appreciation, hospitality (Popsicles for the kids) and Community Day to finish up.  We should have about $4,400 at the end of the year.

Teachers Gifts were voted on – we agreed to purchase a DVD player for Special Ed; weight clips and pads for weight machines; and film for the Film Club – all for less than $350.

SPEAC (Special Education Advisory Council), a parent group in the district for special education and gifted students, is looking for donations from the various PTOs to help fund themselves in order to stay independent of the district.  After a discussion on the merits of the group, it was decided that we would donate $100 this year, with the amount to be looked at each year

Principal Report:  Thanks to the PTO for the breakfast/lunch for Teacher Appreciation Day.  Thanks also for Post Prom– a great night was had by all.  CFF (our 630 laptops purchased with the state grant) will have a “Flip the Switch” event on 5/16, when legislators from the state are coming to see our laptops in action.  We have applied for another grant, which would go towards putting laptops in the rest of the English classrooms as well as History classes.  Facilities:  this past Tuesday (5/13), the bids were due for electric, HVAC, plumbing and overall contracting for the new high school.  The Board will discuss the bids Monday night and will vote on them on Tuesday night.  Wednesday night will be a community meeting (6p in the cafeteria) to discuss the bids with the public.  Community Day & Groundbreaking Ceremony is scheduled for 5/22 – great night with Governor Rendell and past teachers and students coming to speak, with fireworks capping a fun-filled evening.  It was a quick year for all, but thankfully a safe year.  Eliminating track four for 9th graders was very successful and we will be eliminating track four for our 10th graders next year.  Dr. Rittenhouse is trying to put together an African American mentoring program.  He is also hoping to do a PTO appreciation breakfast in the near future.

Minutes from April were distributed and approved.

Nominating Committee:  Executive Board was approved as follows:  Co-Presidents-Erin Taylor and Lita Weinstein, Treasurer-Mary Gold and Secretary-Marian Racette.

Mission Statement for Scholarships:  A discussion ensued about the fact that we should have a mission statement for the scholarships that we provide.  In the past, we’ve just handed $1,200 to guidance and told them to give it out, but with no real requirements.  Erin and Lita will work on it over the summer and hope to have something in place for next year’s scholarship winners.

Post Prom:  A wonderful night – great turnout (84% of seniors came; 343 seniors with their 100+ dates, as well as 80-90 volunteers were there for the duration).  Karen Bonitatibus and Colleen Rosa will be coordinating next year and still need some committee chairs.

Thanks to all of our graduating parents for all of your hard work the past four years!  A donation in the amount of $100 in their honor will go to the UDHS library.

Thank you to Debbie for her minutes the past three years.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.

Respectfully submitted, Debbie Jefferson, Secretary

