Upper Dublin High School PTO

Minutes of Meeting of Thursday, September 20, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm by Co-President Erin Taylor, who announced that Co-President Diana Miller had resigned.  After speaking with various current committee chairs, many of whom offered help, Lita Weinstein offered to be Co-President along with Erin.  A motion was made and passed that Lita be Co-President.

Principal’s Report:  Welcome Back.  The Code of Conduct was examined over the summer and revamped into a tighter policy.  Fall athletes had an assembly with their parents over the summer to hear about the new code and then met with their coaches.  The new Dress Code has been put into place – Mr. Rittenhouse grades it a B+; it’s going pretty well and the students look nicer.  The incoming 9th grade has tracks 1, 2 and 3 – no 4.  Our Middle States report has come in – the staff will hear the results first, parents next.  The high school is fully staffed – a German exchange teacher is here and Mr. Albert is teaching in Germany.  Our technology department received a $540,000 grant from the PA Department of Education, which will be used to purchase a laptop for every student in every science class.

Dr. Pladus joined us and talked briefly about the Drug and Alcohol Awareness Survey results that were presented in May – don’t know whether our problem is better, worse than or equal to the problems in neighboring districts.  The good news is that our kids start experimenting and using later; bad is that they make up quickly for lost time.  The district is trying to come up with an action plan – it’s not just a school problem, but a community problem.  Dr. Pladus also mentioned that there is to be a Town Hall Meeting tentatively scheduled for 10/30 to show everyone the plans for the new high school.  The educational design has changed slightly, with the exterior design changing more.  The new design is more civic minded with parking in the back of the new high school.  If everything is approved, Phase I will begin with groundbreaking in May 2008 – from the library west to 309 and the bus garage will go (a replacement for the bus garage is still needed) and 2-story modulars will be built facing Ft. Washington Avenue.  Phase II will be the auditorium and arts wing, with the intent of being completed as early as September 2012, as late as December 2012.  Parking should not be a problem.  We will be losing the pool for several months – we’re looking to lease a local pool and a bubble.  We will also be losing the auditorium and are looking to rent other facilities.  There is a sneak preview for the district-wide facilities task force next week.  The district website will feature a page with the building designs and will have a weekly update.  A construction manager will be on top of things.  Dewey Engineering is the construction management company.

Minutes from May were distributed and approved by all.

Treasurer’s report and budget were distributed.  Any questions, please call Mary Gold.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Directory:  chaired by Bill Wolff.  Biggest change is that you must join the PTO in order to get a directory – they will no longer be given free to every child in the high school.  You may purchase one at Back to School night for $10.  There were 1400 forms received – we’re ordering 1600 copies of the directory with extra covers in case we need to print more (they’re the most expensive to produce).

Webmaster:  email Bill or Joan Wolff (udhspto.org) with a message.  We can now upload PTO info directly to the website – email Bill for directions.  Each committee can have an email address if they want.

Hospitality:  provides treats for staff for back to school, Thanksgiving, Valentine’s and Teacher Appreciation and to students for exams.

Membership:  400 members have signed up so far.

Grade Liaisons:  two parents for each grade to help two class advisors with spirit week, fundraisers, class trips, etc.

Newsletter:  two or three a year; the fall edition is done and will come home in the Back to School mailing.
Post Prom:  held after the senior prom at Highpoint. Buy your raffle tickets!
Sportswear:  six items on sale this year, which will be on display at Back to School night and in a display case at school.

Issues for Discussion:

It was decided to make a $30 donation to the library in honor of Diana Miller for all she’s done through her years here.  A note will be sent to her regarding the donation.

We’re going to be trying a new format for our meetings.  November will be the guidance department and the Naviance program available to students.  Also would like to have a representative from Montgomery County Community College to discuss the classes that can be taken by high school juniors and seniors that are worth college credits.  We would also like to get some kind of community service night in place.  Any thoughts, call or email Erin or Lita.

The next PTO Meeting is scheduled for October 18 at 7:30pm in the library.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25pm.

Respectfully submitted by Debbie Jefferson, Secretary

